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V. An Account cf a Pair of very extraordinary 
large Horns found in Wapping fome Years 
fince , with a probable Account, whence they 
came, and to what Animal they belonged 
By Sir Hans Slcane, Baronet , Prcfident 
of the Royal Society , and of the College of 
Pbyficians . 

]\ Any Years fince, Mr, Doyly , ('who was a great 
1VI fearcher after Curiofities, and gave Name to 
a fort of Stuffs worn in Summer,) found a Pair of 
extraordinary large and ftrangely fhaped Horns in 
a Cellar, or Warehoufe, at Wapping, where they 
had fuffered much by Worms and otherwife, being 
eaten pretty deep on their Surfaces, in many Places. 
They had lain there fo long, that when he bought 
them, no body could inform him, either of the Coun¬ 
try whence they came, or when, or how they had been 
lodged there. They refembled in feveral things the 
Horns of Goats, which made many People think, 
that they had belonged to an Animal of that kind, 
in all likelihood as large as the Moufe-Dear in A - 
merica is of its kind. 1 he Royal Society being in¬ 
formed of this matter, Mr- Hunt , their Operator at 
that time, made a defign of them, on which Dr. Hook 
read a Ledfure at a Meeting of the Society at Gre~ 
fham-College. This Ledture and the Defign, are, I 
think, loft ; but I remember, that he fufpedfed them 
to be the Horns of the Sukotyro , as the Qhmefe call 

it. 
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it, or Sucotario , a very large and odd-fhaped Beaft, 
mentioned and figured by Nieuhoff in his Voyages 
and Travels to the Eafl-Indies (a) , where he gives 
the following Defcrption of it: It is of the Bigriefs 
cf a large Ox, with a Snout like a Hog, two long rough 
Ears , and a thick bufhy Tail, The Eyes are placed up¬ 
right in the Head , quite different from other Beajls; on 
the fide of the Head next to the Eyes ft and two long 
Horns, or rather Teeth, not quite fo thick, as thofe of the 
Elephajit. It feeds upon Herbage , and is but feldom ta¬ 
ken. Many People thereupon went to fee them at Mr. 
Doyly's , who was offered a confiderable Sum of Money 
for them, but refuted it, and after a. very fevere 
Sicknefs, wherein I attended him, very much, as he 
thought, to his Advantage, he made me a Prefent of 
them. 

They are both almoft ftreight for a confiderable 
length, and then turning crooked, they run on tape- 
ring towards a fmall and pretty ffiarp end. They are 
not round, but comprefied and flattilh, and have large 
tranfverle Sulci , or Furrows on their Surfaces, waved 
or undulated on their under parts. They differ fome 
fmall matter inlargenefs. Meafuring one [Fig. i ] from 
the great end, or Bafts , A B, where it was fixed to the 
Head, along the outward Circumference, I found the 
length ACD to be fix Feet, fix Inches and a half, the 
length by the Line B D was four Feet y i Inches, the 
Diameter of the Bafts A B was 6 -l Inches and its Cir¬ 
cumference one Foot five Inches. This weighed it 
Pounds, io Ounces, and contained in the hollow part 
exadly five quarts of Water. In the other [Fig. x.] the 
length of the outward Circumference A C D was fix 
feet four inches, the Line BD four feet feven in- 


fa) P. 360. of the Englifh Edition, 
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ches, the Diameter of the Bafis feven inches, and its 
Circumference one foot fix inches. This weighed zi 
pound, 13 ounces and a half, and contain’d in the hollow 
part 4 quarts and a pint, but would have held more, 
if it had rot been very much broke at the large end. 

The Commander of an Eaft-India Merchant .Ship 
upon feeing them, told me, that he had feen fuch in 
the Incites on a large Bufalo's Bead. I am inclined to 
think, that they mufl belong to a very large fort of 
Bulls or Cows, who are Natives of jEthiopia , and o- 
ther of the midland Parts of Africa , and ate mentioned 
by many of the Ancients, perhaps not without fome 
fabulous Additions, though, which is flrange, very few 
of the Modern Writers take any notice of them. 

Jgatharchtdei *, a Cnid'tan who flourifhed about the 
CL. Olympiad\ near zoo Years before Chrift, is*the 

_ firft 


* This Agatbar chides lived in the time of Ptolemcus Philome- 
tor, and is mentioned by feveral of the Antients, as an Hiftorian, 
and a Philofopher of the Se6t of the Peripatetickj. Monfieur le 
Clerc (Ilijloirc de la Medccine, p. 387.) ranks him among the Phyli- 
cians of that time, though that was not properly his Profeffion ; 
and the reafon he gives for it is, becaufe he defcribed, in one of 
his Books, a Diftemper which had not been taken notice of by 
Hippocrates, nor any other Phyfician before him. We are indebted 
for this Particular to Plutarch (SympofiakcTn Lib. VIII. Quctft. 9.) 
who fays, upon the Authority of Agatharchides, that the Nations a- 
lout the I{ed Sea, amongfl many Jlrange Diftempers , they are liable to, 
are troubled with a particular fort of Serpents, (or Worms,) which breed in 
the Legs and Arms, wher,e they fometimes eat their way through , fo as to 
(hew their Head ; but upon touching are apt to Jlide badand creeping 
between the lnterflices of the Mufcles, occafion intolerable Inflammations . 
Plutarch adds, that this Diftemper (which appears plainly to be the 
Guinea-Worm , or VenaMedeni of Arabian Writers, of which fee my 
Natural Hiftory of Jamaica, Vol. L p. 12.6. and Vol. JI. p. 190, 3 26. 
and which is a Diftemper ft ill fublifting, as well among thofe very 
Nations, of which Agatharcbides fpeaks, as among the Negroes upon 
the Coafts of Guinea, and the Inhabitants of feveral Parts of 
Perfla) had not been observed any where elfe, neither before, nor 
fince the time of this Hiftorian# 
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firft among the Ancients, who mentions and defcribes 
this large and voracious Bull; and it will appear by 
what follows, that mod of the fubfequent Writers have 
copied him. His Description of this Animal, in fome 
Remains of his Treatife of the Red Sea, which are 
extant in Photius s Bibliotheca, (h) and were from 
thence printed in the Geographic veteris Scriptores 
Greet minores , publithed by Dr. Hudfon , is, accord¬ 
ing to the Translation of Laurentius Rhodomannus, 
as follows, De Tauro Carnivoro. Omnium qua adhuc 
commemoravi , immanifftmum & maxime in do mt turn eft 
Taurorum genus, quod carnes vorat, magnitudine craftius 
domefticis,&pernicitate anteceliens, infigniter rufum. Os ei 
ad aures ufque deduftum Vtfus glauco colore magis rut Hat 
fjuam Leoni Cornua alias non fecus atque aures movet, 
fed in pugna , ut fir mo tenor e confiftant , facit. Or do pilo- 
rum tnverfus , contra quam aliis animantibus. Beftias e- 
tiam validifjimas aggreditur, & cater as omnes venatur, 
tnaximeque greges incolarum inf eft os reddit mahficio. 
Solum eft lancea & arcu invulneralile, quod in caufa 
eft, ut nemo id fubigere , (quamvis multi id tenta- 
rint,') valuerit. Jde'o reile putatur, etiam ct Troglodytes , 
fortitudine leonis , {£? velocitate equi , & robore Tauri 
preeditum , ferroque cedere uefeium. Diodorus. Siculus 
(Billioth. Lib. IIIJ hath barely, and almoft Word for 
Word, transcribed Agatharchides, and hath added on¬ 
ly the following Particulars; that the Eyes of this 
Animal are Shining at .Night ; that after it hath 
killed other Beads, it devours them, and that, in its 
Attacks upon Flocks of Cattle, it is not to be terri¬ 
fied, either by the Strength of the Shepherds, or the 
great Number of Dogs. The following Short PaSTage 


(b) P. 1364. Cap. XXXIX. 
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relating to this fame Animal is taken out of Stralo (t). 
Sunt & il\dem (in Arabia,) Hurt feri, acqui earner# edant f 
no ft res & magnitudine &• ederitate longe exfupetantes , 
colore ruffe. Pliny, Fdi/ler. Mat. Lib. VIII. G. XXL 
feems like wife',' to have copied. • Agatharcbides »* His 
Words are, Sed atrociffimos habet fiLthiopia) Tauros 
Sjliiefires , majores agrefiibus, velocitate ante omnes, 
colore fulves, oculis ccetuleis, p'tlo in cent earrum verfo, 
rilltt ad aures dehifeente, juxta cornua mobiiia , tergeti 
duritia Jilicis, omne refpuens vulnus. Feras omnes ve- 
nantur : Ipfi non altter , quam foveis capti, feri fate 
femper interemt. In the XLV Chapter ot the laid 8 tb 
Book of Pliny's Natural Hiftory,. he mentions a fort 
of Indian Oxen, Boves Indici, qutbus Camelorum altitude 
traditur, cornua in latitudinem quaternorum pedum. It is 
not unlikely, but that thefe Indian Oxen are the fame 
with the /Ethiopian ones above defonbed j efpecially 
if we fuppoie, that the Tranfcribers of Pliny have, by 
miftake wrote latitudinem inflead of altitudinem. Solinus 
fd) hath barely copied Pliny, with this difference only, 
that he calls them Indicos Tauros , whereas Pliny 
himfelf hath defcribed them amongft the /Ethiopian 
Beads,which might very well happen, /Ethiopia being 
reckoned, by feme of the Antients, as part of In¬ 
dia. The defeription of JElianus (e) agrees per¬ 
fectly with that of Agatharcbides , of whom, itfeems, 
he alfo borrowed it ; only he fixes the Size of thefe 
extraordinary Oxen to twice the Bignefs of the com¬ 
mon Grecian Ox. There is another Paflage in /Eliii- 
mts (f), which feems to relate, both to this large 


(c) Geogr. Lib. XVI. f. 775. Edit. Qajaubon. 

(d) Pplyhiftoris Cap. L. If. p. 5& E'dit.Saliii. 

(e) Hift. Animal Lib. XVII. c, 4 l 

(f) Hift. Animal Lib. III.c. 34 
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kind of /Ethiopian Oxen, and the Horns, now in my 
pofleffion. His Words are, Ptolomceo fecundo ex India 
cornu allatum ferunt , quod tres amphoras caperet: Unde 
conjicere poffumus hovem ilium, a quo ejujmorit tantum 
cornu eXtit iffet, maximum fuiffe. Ludolfus, in his Hifio- 
ria JEthiopica, (g) fpeaking of the large Ethiopian 
Oxen, conjectures, that they are the Taurelephantes , 
which Philoftorgius, a Cappadocian, fays, i^h) were 
brought to Conftantinople in his time, where he faw 
them The Words of PhiloJlorgius , as tranfcribed by 
Ludolf in his Commentarius ad Hifioriam fuam JEthio- 
pic am (/), are, Habet & Terra ilia maximos & vaftiffimos 
Elephant as \ imo & Taurelephantes , ut vocantur , quorum 
genus quoad cater a omnia bos maximus eft , corio verb colo- 
reque elephas, & ferme etiam magnitudine. 

From all thele feveral Writers it appears, that there 
is in /Ethiopia (and probably the midland parts of 
Africa , where Travellers feldom come) a very large 
Animal of the lovinum genus, at leaft twice as big as 
our Bulls or Oxen, with Horns proportionably large , 
but otherwife differing from them in many refpeCts. 
It is true, that in the accounts of uncommon things, 
given by arttient Writers, an allowance muff fome- 
times be made for fomething fabulous mix’d with 
what is true, which is the lefs furprizing, as they 
had many things only by hear-fay: but as to this 
large fort of Bulls, it is confirmed by modern Wri¬ 
ters, that there is fuch an Animal in thofe Countries, 
though there is none, I know of, that hath given a 
defcription of it in the leaft fatisfatftory. Ludolf in 
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his Htftona j&tb'topica, (k) fays, that there are in /£- 
thiopia Bulls of an uncommon fize, twice as large as 
thole in Hungary and Raft a * and that having lliewii 
feme of the largeli Oxen in Germany to Gregory, an 
Abijjynian (Jrom whole Writings and in ormations he 
collected the Materials ior that WoiK) he laid, 
they u-tre but of a midling fize, The Letters of 
the Jefuits frequently mention the largtnefs of thefe 
Oxen, and the faid Ludoif cites the following palfige 
onto a. Letter of Alphonjus /Vlendezius Patriarch or AE- 
thiopta dated June 1. .66 Burn grand/Jfimi, di coma 
Jmijuratamente g ,r Jfe e lunghe } taimente , che nef/a 
coma di ciajcuno di eJfr potea captre un or re piccolo di vi¬ 
no : that is, very large Oxen with vaftly thick and long 
Horns one of which would contain a la ge Uter of Wine, 
F Bernier , m his account of the Great Mogul’s Coun¬ 
try, (m) fays that among many Prelents, which 
two dErhhpian Ainbafladors fliould have prefemed to 
Aurengzeb there was a prodigious large Horn of a Bull, 
full or Civet, which having teenmealured by him he 
found the Bafis or large end, to be halt a toot in Dia¬ 
meter. This Horn, as Bernier farther obferves. was 
brought by the Ami-afladors to Dehli the place of 
Reficn nee of th e Great Mogul, but It was not piefented 
to h in becaufe, be;r,g ditireiMd or Monty, they had 
fold the Civet out of it, long before they came thi¬ 
ther* 

Upon the whole, it feem* to me, that thefe Horns, 
and like wife that mentioned by Bernier , are the Horns 
of a large fort of Bulls or Co*s, in / Ethiopi*, and the 


( 4 ) Lib. I. c. io. 

(/) Comment, in Hift. ^Echiop. p. 145. 

(m) Tome. II. p. 4?. 
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inward parts of Africa , which, in all likelihood, is the 
fame with that defcribed by Agatharchides, Plir.y , and 
thofe other ancient Writers mention’d above. But I 
cannot as yet, ior want of a more accurate defcription, 
be certain, whither it is the fame with the Sukotorio , 
or Sukotyro of Mieuhcf {n , though there is a good 
deal of reafon to think, that it is. Geffner (oj (peaks 
of a very large Horn, which was hung by a Chain to 
a Pillar in the Minfler , or Cathedral, of Strasburgh, 
and which is not unlikely to be of the fame fort with 
thefe. He fays, that being meafured along the out¬ 
ward circumference, it was found to be four Roman 
Yards long,and he conje&ures it to have been the Horn 
of a large old Urus, which was hung up there, for its 
monftrous fize, perhaps two or three hundred Years 
before his time. As to thefe, which are now produ¬ 
ced before the Royal Society, 5 tis very likely, that 
when the Englijhhzd a great Commerce at Ormus, they 
were brought thither from fome neighbouring Coun¬ 
try, and afterwards carried over into England by fome 
curious Perfon. 


(») Loc.fupra citato. 

(o ) leones Animal. Quadrup, Edit . id* Uigur . i 560. p. 34, 








